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Percy Kibble (1885 – 1969) 

Percy Kibble was born 24th February 1885 at Highlands, Pretoria Road, 

Halstead. His parents were Alfred W Kibble and his mother was Sophia.  Percy 

was one of a family of eight. His father, Alfred was the manager of the Iron 

Stove Foundry in Halstead.  Percy went to Halstead Grammar School and had 

his first organ lessons with a Miss Tyler at the Congregational Church. He 

further studied under Mr Heaman Brealy, Mr W.H.Bullock (former organist at 

The Old Independent Church Haverhill) and then with Dr George Oldroyd a 

renowned organist in London. After leaving school, at the age of 16, he went to 

work in the foundry with his father as an apprentice pattern maker and this is 

shown on the 1901 Census.  On the 1911 census he is still shown to be working 

as a wood pattern maker presumably still at the Iron Foundry. 

In 1905 Percy was appointed organist at Castle Hedingham Congregational 

Church. Percy met Miss Bertha Ince whose parents farmed at Glemsford and 

they married in Glemsford Baptist Chapel on April 10th 1907. Mr Lloyd Kibble, 

Percy’s brother was best man.  They had two bridesmaids Miss Lucy Ince and 

Miss Nellie Moyse who were nieces to Bertha. Bertha and Percy used to walk 

four miles from their home to Castle Hedingham Congregational Church every 

Sunday for the morning service and would stay on and have lunch in the vestry 

with friends, who had also travelled a distance, then played for the afternoon 

service. In 1909, their only son Denis was born in Halstead and Percy, Bertha 

and Denis moved to Haverhill in 1919 when Percy was appointed Organist and 

Choirmaster at The Old Independent Church in Haverhill. 

It was at that time Percy decided to become a music teacher, teaching piano, 

organ and singing in his home at 2 Hamlet Road. Percy also went on to teach 

music in some local schools even going to Great Thurlow to teach in a private 

school run by a Miss Webb.   In the schools he taught mainly singing and there 

are lots of memories still of Percy which I will share later. Being Organist and 

Choir master at the Old Independent Church brought Percy into contact with 

other local churches and he was a keen promoter of The Haverhill & District 

Sunday School Union and for many years he was a key figure in promoting 

regular events involving the children of the Sunday Schools.  He was also seen 

in the Haverhill Choral Union singing as a tenor and subsequently becoming 

organist. 



Through his school work and also through his private teaching Percy entered 

pupils and school choirs into The Clare Music Festivals (now Sudbury & District 

Music Festivals) were he was both accompanist and a conductor.  Percy soon 

became well known in the local area for his music abilities and was in regular 

demand for playing and accompanying  in local concerts. Not only organist at 

The Old Independent Church he was also ‘curator’ of the fine organ that used 

to be in the Town Hall (Arts Centre) where regular recitals were given by well 

known organists of the day. An interesting tale is told that on one occasion 

while checking the Town Hall organ ready for a concert he found it not working 

and hastily with the help of Jack Challis and his son patched the bellows of the 

organ up with ‘Elastoplasts’ so the concert could take place in the evening.  For 

over twenty five years he had been the local representative for The Trinity 

College of Music and many of his pupils where encouraged to take music 

exams.  

Frances Osborn, Percy and Bertha’s granddaughter recalls many happy 

memories of Haverhill when she stayed with her grandparents. She particularly 

remembers the pony and trap that Percy would take out around the town and 

villages and many of us remember the pony that was named Bess being in a 

paddock at the bottom of Duddery Road just over the bridge. Frances also 

remembers that Percy and his wife used to help run a canteen for the troops at 

the church opposite (OIC) and remember them making sandwiches, mainly 

spam, in their kitchen at home. She also remembers the boxes of chocolate 

bars that they gave to troops. 

One  of the many pupils that Percy taught was Marion Gregory (nee Willett) 

and she has a letter sent to her mother in July 1949 when he writes and says: “I 

am quite pleased with Marion’s progress. I do not doubt that she would have 

done even better in her exam if she had not been so nervous and being in a 

strange place. She is a good girl and tries to do as I tell her. PCK.  The bill for 

the term was £2 with an additional 2/6 for music. 

Valerie Charlwood has memories of choir practice at the OIC on Friday nights 

where there was a certain amount of ‘larking about’ before Percy arrived. This 

was standing on the window sills and playing hide and seek behind the 

curtains. She remembers Bessie the pony as she was so gentle and she says 

that Mrs Kibble was a lovely lady also. When Percy was the music teacher at 

school when Valarie was there, he taught them songs such as ‘Poor wandering 



one’, ‘Loch Lomond’ and ‘The Drummer and the Cook’. Percy also taught her 

mother to play the piano. 

Lauraine Macphee remembers how they used to pass the sweets around on a 

Sunday sitting in the choir stalls hoping Percy wouldn’t notice. They used to be 

Kop Kops or Aniseed Twist. She used to hate it when Percy would walk down 

Meeting Walk to speak to her mother as he wanted them in church on Sunday 

evening as the choir were singing an anthem.  She was cross as this would 

make them late for the ‘pictures’ on Sunday night. 

Geoff Sizer remembers Percy at Haverhill Secondary School as a music teacher 

when he taught them the song ‘I’m a tin soldier’. 

Roger Jacobs remembers also him teaching the class ‘Where the bees suck’ but 

wouldn’t say what the boys in the back row changed the words too. 

Percy and Bertha celebrated their Golden Wedding in April 1957 and the party 

was held in The Mount attended by over forty relatives plus friends including 

his best man Mr Lloyd Kibble and their two bridesmaids. The cake was made by 

Mrs Hyde, the cook at The Mount and the floral decorations from their 

wedding cake 50 years previous were used to adorn the cake.  

Both Percy and Bertha had given the Old Independent Church unstinting 

service for over 38 years and in addition to his duties as organist and 

choirmaster he also taught in the Sunday School.  Sadly Bertha died in March 

1963 aged 83 and Percy died in December 1969 aged 84. They are both laid to 

rest in Haverhill Cemetery, alongside the main path.  
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Percy and Bertha’s Golden Wedding April 1957 

 



Cangle School Choir 18th December 1948

 

 

Percy at the Old Independent organ                       Percy and his wife Bertha 

  

 

 

    



Bill for Music and Piano Lessons for 

Marion Gregory  

July 1949 from Percy Kibble 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Letter to Mrs Willett (Marion 

Gregory’s mother)  

July 1949 from Percy Kibble 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Examination 

Certificate for 

Marion, Percy’s 

pupil, from The 

Trinity College of 

Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advert in The West Suffolk Echo (Haverhill Echo) April 24th 1926 

 



 

Percy with his brother Lloyd and his son Denis and his grandson Neil (circa 

1940) 

 


